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February 2010 elcome to the first Viewfinder of 2010 - and as the 21 century
continues to roll on, so does Field End’s journey through the digital age -
Inside This Issue with all the trials and tribulations but also the treats that it brings.

With ‘www’ a fact of life now, this is a good time to remind everyone about the

John Bateman FEPS website —regularly updated with news and events, it has a gallery of
retires members’ images, competition results, and a great deal of useful information,
page 2 including photographic tips and advice. It will also shortly have a who's who set

of committee member mug shots. It's worth keeping a regular eye on and if
you've lost the log in details to the members’ area just check the notice board at
the club or ask one of the committee members. http://fieldendps.co.uk/

Next Year’'s
Programme As for digital tribulations, please keep and use Craig’s checklist for
page 2 submitting digital entries correctly ~ — sorry but on this one the devil is in the

detail and a quick run through the checklist before you submit could save Craig
much time unpicking problems when loading images into the software. Thanks.

Submitting Digital Another gem of the digital age is the AV show and Val has this reminder:
Images - how to do  Audio Visual Evening, 8 March.

it right In the past we have had enough material from 6 or 7 contributors but this year
we would like more people to participate.

page 3 Please think about putting together a sequence in Pictures to Exe or Elements
— it can be a very satisfying exercise. It is an entirely different skill from showing
a single image, as sequences have to be blended together and hopefully fitted
Unravelling to the music. If it is something you have not tried before why not have a go?
External A word of warning though - if you need to include 40 or 50 images that need to

be resized and sorted into a sequence it will take some time so it is not too

Competitions and early fo Start now.

FEPS progress
page 4 Back to the trials of digital wizardry and the club is always on the lookout for

members with some technical knowledge — have a look at the notice on the last
page from the Digital Subcommittee!

INSpranomgotgel Viewfinder also unravels the mystery of external competitions  which are

page 6 often heard about but to the uninitiated (until very recently myself included) can
seem a jumble of acronyms and catchy titles. And as you'll see, Field End has
some excellent results this year.
Digital I - .
; Hopefully you will enjoy the Inspiration Corner and be inspired not only to take
Subcommittee . . . .
it more photographs but to submit something for the next issue. But first there are
recruitment some thanks to express to one of the club’s longest standing members, John
page 8 Bateman.

Alison Judd
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Dr John Bateman Retires from FEPS Committee work

Shortly before Christmas John advised me of his wish to retire from FEPs committee work with im-
mediate effect. It was with some sadness, but also with some relief that | accepted his resignation,
as | had become aware of his increasing health issues.

John has been an enthusiastic member of FEPS since its foundation in 1974, having previously
been a member of the Pinner and Northwood Photographic Society. Over the years John has taken
on several committee posts. He first took on the job of External Competition Secretary in 1988, a
position he held for 8 years and one which he thoroughly enjoyed as it brought him in contact with
many other photographers from within the CACC and beyond. He still maintains an interest in inter-
club competitions and the experience he has brought to the Selection Committee has been invalu-
able. John then went on to serve as a General Committee member for a couple of years before be-
coming Chairman in1998-2000. Since the millennium he has been a General Committee member
and for many years has offered his house as the venue for our committee meetings. His kind hospi-
tality, particularly the tea and biscuits will be missed!

Well John, | hope you can now enjoy a well earned rest. On behalf of the club may | say a very big
THANK YOU for your dedication and hard work over the years; it has been very much appreciated.

Marilyn Dennis

John Bateman asked Viewfinder to thank, on his behalf, all from FEPS who sent
cards and get well wishes to him whilst he was in hospital recently.

Next Year’'s Programme - Call for your Views

Obviously we have a certain structure to the programme with a mix of competitions, demonstrations
and lectures by visiting speakers...

... but is there something that you would like to be included that is currently missing?
... Or would you like more of certain aspects? For example:

We have had a number of technical subjects this year such as exposure and colour manage-
ment - would you like more of these?

Or do you prefer speakers who just talk about their images and how they were taken?

What do you think about the number of members’ evenings?

Would you like more participation and if so, are you willing to volunteer to do a talk for perhaps
half an evening on a subject of your choice?

Also look at Val's suggestion of an ‘Inspiration Evening’ at the end of her article in Inspiration Corner
- and express your thoughts or ideas on this.

Please give your feedback and suggestions for next year's programme to Val or any of the commit-
tee members on club evenings or
e-mail Val at secretary@fieldendps.co.uk

Epson Stylus Pro 3800 A2 printer

Chris Wallace sent in a rave review of this beast. Unfortunately it is going to have to be in next
month’s Viewfinder — but if anyone is thinking of splashing out on such a thing before then | can
send a copy of the review to you (Alison, smart_farm@yahoo.o.uk) or collar Chris!
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Calling all Digital Entries - Submission Checklist! A
| | - A

With the season now half way through | have found that there are a few errors in @® .

competition entries that are being submitted. Mostly they are slight omissions or

typing errors, however they do take time to find, so please do have a read and

double check your submissions before sending them in. Below are some of the

problems | have found, and are in no particular order.

Filenames

Filenames for entries are actually in five parts, most people think there are only four!
1. THETITLE

2. “by”

3. Your Name

4. Your class

The file extension

e.g. ORANGUTAN PORTRAIT by Craig Bellis class2.jpg

The Title

Try to give the image a meaningful title. Sometimes a title can help a judge to understand the image
more, other judges completely ignore them! However please do ensure that if it is a Natural History
image that you use the correct name and make sure it is spelt correctly. The title must be in full
CAPITAL LETTERS.

Hbyﬂ
A very small word but it is one of the most important! It must follow these rules
It must have a space before it

It must be in lower case (by not BY)
It must have a space after it
If this is not followed the competition software will ignore your image!

Your name
Must be included so | know who to write the certificate to! Preferably in initial capitals, e.g. John
Smith

Your class

Please make sure you get this correct, | have almost put people in the wrong class before!

Class 2 is for Beginners and Intermediate. So new members will normally start in class 2, unless
they have a lot of experience.

Class 1 is for Advanced workers who have been promoted by the Selection Committee

Please enter as classl or class2 using lower case with no space between class and no.

The file extension

This is a complicated subject | will attempt to make easy.

It is a three or four letter code at the end of every file name. It is usually applied by the software you
use to process your images and should not be changed manually unless you are very comfortable
with the procedure. This code tells the computer what type of file it is. For Digital competition they
must be JPG files (ie.with a .jpg or .JPG file extension). Ensuring you have the correct file extension
is done at the time you save your file for the competition. Please note that some software gives you
the option of saving with a .JPEG file extension , do not choose this option. The competition soft-
ware will only accept JPG files.

WANT TO JOIN US: Visit us at www.fieldendps.co.uk
Or call Alan Rhodes on 020 8868 1785



Colour space .

Having had the recent talk on colour management which | unfortunately missed, | hope that some
are more aware of the different colour spaces available. Competition images should be in SRGB
EVEN if they are monochrome images. IF they are not they will fail to display properly on the projec-
tor regardless of how they look to you at home. So far this year | have received almost every colour
space possible, it really does make a difference.

I have done a comparison on the projector with images in different colour space and the difference
was significant. Please take care on this one.

Image size

Our competition rules ask for images at 1400x1050. The projector resizes the images down to the
size we project at with no obvious loss in quality. (1024 x 768). If your image is smaller than this it
will display smaller on the screen. If your image is much larger than this the software will reduce it,
however it does slow down the computer, and it can also result in the image becoming less sharp
and possibly lose some of its colour information. Please resize your images
before submitting. When doing this it is the pixel size that needs to be
changed not the physical dimensions of the image.

@

If you need further clarification on any of this, you only have to ask. Guidance
leaflets are available on club nights and on the website.
Craig Bellis

External Competitions - What's What?

Many members are familiar with the larger photographic associations that FEPS is affiliated to and
the various external competitions which we take part in — for other members it may all seem a bit of
a maze ... so here is a thumbnail sketch of what's what.

FEPS belongs to:

NW Fed (The Federation of North-West London Photographic Societies) — an association of 12
local clubs;

CACC (The Chilterns Association of Camera Clubs) - a regional association made up of some
40 or so clubs in the Chilterns and Thames Valley area;

PAGB (The Photographic Alliance of Great Britain) — our membership of the CACC affiliates us
to the PAGB, a national association covering a huge number of photographic clubs in Eng-
land, Scotland, Wales & Northern Ireland through 15 geographical regions (including of
course the CACC).

FEPS takes part in several external competitions — most organised within the wider associations we
belong to. The entries we submit are chosen by the club’s selection subcommittee. Any image given
high marks will automatically be considered, but the subcommittee also looks out for other images
which are thought to have potential despite receiving lower marks in a club competition - and experi-
ence proves such images often do go onto to have greater success in external competitions.

For FEPS these external competitions are:

CACC Rose Bowl — a digital competition between the CACC clubs There are 3 preliminary
rounds for each club from which the top 12 clubs progress to the final.

CACC Inter-Club Print Championship and Digital Cham  pionship —this competition is to de-
termine which clubs will represent the CACC at the National PAGB Inter-Club Champion-
ships
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CACC Chiltern 100 Members Exhibition  (formerly “Strictly Digital”) — a digital competition open
to individual members of any CACC club, who may only enter one image. Images are burned
onto CD for the Chiltern 100 Exhibition.

NW Fed - a competition between the 12 NW Fed clubs who each enter a combination of digital
and printed images. The competition is organised in preliminary rounds followed by semi-finals
and a final.

PAGB Great British Cup - a relatively new digital competition first introduced in 2008. Any club
affiliated to the PAGB may take part and there are separate competitions for ‘large’ and ‘small’
clubs. Field End is a ‘large club’.

Photo Images (Aylesbury Camera Club) - a print competition open to all individual members of
clubs within the CACC. The winning images go on display at the Queens Park Gallery, Ayles-
bury in January.

Pre-Visions (XRR Photographic Society) - a friendly competition in which approximately 20
clubs take part in both digital and print formats. Trophies are awarded to the winning clubs in
each section and the judge is also required to select a ‘Best Print’ and ‘Best Digital Image’.

Ron Wake Memorial Trophy (Harrow Camera Club) - a print competition in which usually 6 local
camera clubs take part (Ealing & HH, XRR, Northolt, Watford, FEPS and Harrow). There is
one preliminary round followed by a final of 10 best images.

(More details can be found on the FEPS website or indeed on the websites of the relevant associations.)

Alison Judd
A Selection of Field End External competition entri es:

&\& S RS

Guitars Santorini Swerve Omaha Beach Shoreline
Jeff Haynes Gordon Phillipps Yvonne Milsome Ron Walter

External Competitions - So how are we doing?

CACC Rose Bowl

In Round 1, at home, Field End had a fantastic start, coming first and beating Amersham, one of the
top clubs.

Round 2 was also a sound win and even with Round 3 to come (18 February at New City) Field End
already has a good chance to go through to the final in April - so watch this space!

NW Fed

Round 1 saw Field End narrowly beaten into second place by Chalfonts and Gerrards Cross, but we
bounced back in Round 2, coming first, with an aggregate score putting us ahead of the other two
clubs. Digital seems to be our special strength and building on this success, Round 3 gave us enough
points to go through to the semi-final for the second year in a row.

Unfortunately Field End lost to Pinner who now go through to the final against Amersham — but this
doesn’t mean we disappear from the event completely. The club has 6 images which were starred by
the judges along the way and with all the other starred images from the competition they will be dis-
played at the final event. All of these are commented upon by the judge who awards trophies to the
authors of the best print and the best projected image, as well as highly commended certificates. The
final is on Saturday afternoon 20 February at Amersham, an event worth attending especially for the

WANT TO JOIN US: Visit us at www.fieldendps.co.uk
Or call Alan Rhodes on 020 8868 1785



authors of our starred images. Congratulations to those members, whose images you may well recall,
and good luck to them at Amersham.

Simon Roulstone A Good Length & Line (digital)

Ray Staff Air Attack #6 (digital)

Peter Trowell Flowing Water (digital)

Val Walker Blue Lead (digital)

Alison Judd Summer Morning (print)

Chris Wallace Early Morning Loch Morar (print)

PAGB Great British Cup
Last month we entered the ‘large club’ section of the GB cup. This was a nationwide competition, and
we came 60th out of 95 clubs.

Pre-Visions (XRR Photographic Society)

Several of us attended the Previsions championships, held on a Sunday afternoon at XRR'S club site
at Garston. Field End had another excellent result achieving second place in the projected digital sec-
tion; in the print section we were somewhat less successful coming 9th out of the 13 clubs who en-
tered. After the judging came an excellent audio visual evening by Paul Keene showing images from
Australia, China and Tibet.

All'in all Field End has seen some considerable successes so far this season, with hopefully more to
come. Round 3 of the Rose Bowl is later this month. The CACC Inter-Club Print Championship and
Digital Championship are in April and the Ron Wake Trophy in June.

And don’t forget the Chiltern 100 Exhibition (which replaces Strictly Digital of previous years). All club
members are allowed to enter one digital image of their choice. Details of this event are just below in
the next item. Images need to be handed to me, the External Competition Secretary by end February
— please ask for further information and regulations. We are hoping for a good number of entries this
year — Good Luck.

Peter Trowell

Upcoming Events from the Chilterns Association of C amera Clubs (CACC)

Annual Print & Projected Digital Image Championship s and the Chiltern Hundred Members
Exhibition - Sunday 11th April 2010

Drake Hall, Amersham Community Centre

1:30 - 7:30pm Free entry

Field End PS will have an entry in this competition. The result decides which clubs represent the CACC at the
National PAGB Inter-Club Championships later this year at Warwick and Connah’s Quay.

The event is highly recommended - an opportunity to see a wide variety of excellent work from clubs throughout
the Chilterns and Thames Valley region.

PAGB Awards Workshop - Sunday, 14 March 2010

Small Barn Hall, Amersham Community Centre

2.00pm — 6.00pm Entry fee £5.00 per person per panel inc. coffee/tea and biscuits.
Contact aandbfleming@googlemail.com to secure your place.

This is an event for those intending to apply for PAGB awards (those impressive letters after your name — which
are earned by submitting a panel of prints of a standard high enough to satisfy a PAGB judging panel) Judges
will be in attendance to review work and give advice to help applicants achieve their desired level of award.

More info on the CACC website: http://www.chilternsassociationofcameraclubs.co.uk/
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Inspiration Corner

What Inspires me to Take Photographs
Val Walker

First of all | have to confess that | started writing about the books and articles that have inspired me
over the years. | have quite a few photography books at home; landscapes by Charlie Waite and Joe
Cornish for example, nature photography and books on techniques and projects by people like Tom
Ang. These all have their uses in order to learn the how and why. It is of great value to understand
how respected photographers work and such books do provide fantastic sources of ideas of places to
go and techniques to try out. But are they what really inspire me to go out and take photos?

When | came to think about this more deeply, | decided that books and websites play a supporting role
but what really inspires me are the “wow moments”. It sounds corny to say that sometimes you find
places or conditions when the subject, lighting and timing just come together and you just have to try
to capture it with your camera in order to record it for the future. Mostly it is the beauty of nature that
gives me these moments and | can think of several occasions when the scene in front of me was ei-
ther so beautiful, colourful or the lighting just right that | wanted the chance to take pictures from every
angle and exposure just to make sure that | captured it to the best of my ability.

| will share with you my top 3 “wow” moments.

1. Grand Canyon at sunset.

Spectacular scenery in wonderful lighting, changing every few minutes as the sun sinks towards the
horizon. The shadows deepen and the tops of some of the mesas catch the last rays of the sun. Who
would not want to try to capture this to keep in his or her memory?

2. Leopard in acacia tree, Nakuru in Kenya.

We were photographing flamingos by Lake Nakuru when the call came over the radio to our safari
driver that a leopard had been seen nearby. We raced to the spot and were there in minutes to find
the leopard sitting out in full view. We spent almost an hour photographing every yawn, stretch and
change in light until it finally jumped down and walked off into the bushes. Even our tour guide said it
was one of the best views of a leopard he had ever seen.

3. Sunflower field, Andalucia, Spain

You often see pictures of fields of sunflowers on calendars of France or Spain but | had never come
across a field that was accessible when driving around. All of a sudden, when trying to find a better
viewpoint overlooking a lake, we rounded a corner and there was the most gorgeous field of yellow
against a blue sky. Not only that, it was a minor road and we could stop the car and set up the tripod
without causing a traffic jam.

There are lots of other moments such as poppy fields and cloud covered valleys, and butterflies or
birds perched in the right place against the perfectly coloured background. These are moments | will
always remember and inspire me to go out and find the next one.

I think Alison has hit on a very good idea with the inspirational theme and that it may be something we
could include in next season’s programme. Perhaps other people would like to bring along their top 3
inspirational images and tell us where and when they were taken. No judging or competition involved,
just inspiring others. Let me know what you think about this.

... And here are some possible Sources of Inspirati  on ...

Butterfly Event

John Berge sent in this information about a Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) Event
at Wisley Gardens in Woking - Butterflies in the Glasshouse - which is on until 28
February. More details can be found on the RHS website

http://www.rhs.org.uk/Gardens/Wisley. The RHS homepage also links to informa-
tion about other RHS gardens and events - all with photographic possibilities!
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Chiltern Society Photo Group Online Exhibition John Coombe

Further to Stan Mc Cartin's talk last October you may like to visit www.chilternphoto.org.uk/introduction/
exhibition 2010 to see his comments,but no marks, on some of the photos by members of the Chiltern
Society Photo Group; please note these photos aim to show the Chilterns as it is now rather than pro-
duce perfect pictures. If you have any questions please contact me - 01895 672068.

Wildlife Photographer of the Year  John Coombe

On New Years Day | visited Natural History Museum for Wildlife Photographer of the Year, again well
worth a visit (on until 11 April ). As usual many images were from distant and exotic locations which
encouraged me to count those taken in the British Isles, not difficult as there were only three. Two
were from the Scottish borders, one by a young man whose canny father had encouraged him to look
locally. The third, very amusing, was a deer in Richmond Park who had tangled with bracken.

Listen out for more details of a club trip to visit this exhibition on Saturday 13 February - the general
plan (to be finalised and fine tuned!) is to meet up around 9:30 at the museum, ideally with pre-booked
tickets for the 10:00 slot. Watch the notice board and club night announcements.

Digital Know How? - FEPS Needs You

Actually it's the FEPS digital sub-committee and we need a few members willing and
able to help with some of the technical issues and decisions thrown up by the digital
age.

Ideally we would like to find a nutty professor and a couple of IT geeks .

More realistically we are hoping for members who have some general expertise and the
time to contribute to the kind of tasks listed below.

Even if you don’t consider yourself an expert but have some relevant nouse, experience or an addiction
to the technical pages of photographic magazines we would also like to hear from you.

(By the way a long history of FEPS membership is most definitely not a criteria!)

Current Tasks for the Digital Sub-Committee:

Review of digital equipment — specifically to advise the committee on the purchase of new kit — what
and why we need to buy (to replace or supplement what we have); how urgently; what is available;
and how much we should spend.

Colour management of the projection system  — specifically setting up, maintaining, improving and docu-
menting the colour profile of the club projector.
Technical testing and troubleshooting issues — including at present playing DVDs and CDs with existing

equipment (maybe someone has a three-year old child we could borrow...)
Seek and find some Craig/Chris clones — we need back up on the digital competition software.

For more info contact: Alison Judd (smart_farm@yahoo.co.uk) or Craig Bellis (digital@fieldendps.co.uk)

... And Finally a Tale of Good Advice

I took my 2 year old son William with me when | went round a friend's house to take some photos of his
restored car for valuation purposes. Ninety-nine percent of the time | use a tripod, but seeing as 6x4
shaps were sufficient | didn't bother this time. As soon as | got the camera out of its bag, William imme-
diately informed me: "Need tripod Daddy!". He was right - the light level was dropping and | had to take
several repeat shots to get non-blurred ones. | think | know a little boy that will be getting a camera as
soon as he's old enough!

Chris Wallace
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